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Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Joint Major in Comparative Media Studies and Mathematics with Computer Science, Film, Games,
Math, Computer Science '
2009 4 — 2019 4
Completed courses in Toy Design, Game Design, Film History, Intermediate Mandarin Chinese,
Introductory Russian, Real Analysis, and Functional Analysis.
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Building upon such a fine tradition of excellence, the Institute is now entering an exciting stage with
the implementation of a new education system. You will be the first students %eamingi under this new

system. Equipped with a high-quality education, you will be free to deepen your studies in a flexible
manner according to your desires. (e

Tokyo Tech's new_education system is based on an outstanding curriculum that allows you to
undérstand the excellence and pefceive the depth of science and technology. You can focus on the field
that interests you, discover and develop a specialization, and acquire offier capabilities that will help
you to achieve your goals. Throughout this_ process, it is also important fo make good friends and to
communicate closely With your classmates, fellow club members, and academic advisors. Human bonds
and communication are iridispensable as you move toward your goals, as they help you to clarify
issues, rebuild your ideas, and find new directions.

Finally, I would like to highlight the importance of diversity to which Tokyo Tech attaches high value.
Diversity leads to flexibility and strength of mind, both of which are essential in preparing you for
your role in society. One way to cultivate diversity is to interact with people overseas. If possible, I
recommend that you travel overseas during your studies. Tokyo Tech offers a wide range of
study-abroad programs. A one-month summer school experience at an overseas university is also
available. Participation in one of these programs as early as possible will open your eyes to a new
world. Your stage is not limited to Japan. Do not hesitate to see the world as you shape your own
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future. Be positive. Take chances. If you are motivated, the Institute will fully support you.
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Seventy-one years ago, on a bright, cloudless morning, death fell from the sky and the world was
changed. A flash of light and a wall of fire destroyed a city and demonstrated that mankind possessed
the means to destroy itself,

Why do we come to this place, to Hiroshima? We come to ponder a terrible force unleashed in a not
so distant past. We come to mourn the dead, including over 100,000 in Japanese men, women and
children; thousands of Koreans; a dozen Americans held prisoner. Their souls speak to us. They ask us
to look inward, to take stock of who we are and what we might become.

It is not the fact of war that sets Hiroshima apart. Artifacts tell us that violent conflict appeared with
the very first man. Our early ancestors, having learned to make blades from flint and spears from
wood, used these tools not just for hunting, but against their own kind. On every continent, the history
of civilization is filled with war, whether driven by scarcity of grain or hunger for gold; compelied by
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nationalist fervor or religious zeal, Empires have risen and fallen. Peoples have been subjugated and
liberated. And at each juncture, innocents have suffered, a countless toll, their names forgotten by time.

The World War that reached its brutal end in Hiroshima and Nagasaki was fought among the
wealthiest and most powerful of nations, Their civilizations had given the world great cities and
magnificent art, Their thinkers had advanced ideas of justice and harmony and truth. And yet, the war
grew out of the same base instinct for domination or conquest that had caused conflicts among the
simplest tribes; an old pattern amplified by new capabilities and without new constraints.In the span of
a few years, some 60 million people would die — men, women, children no different than us, shot,
beaten, marched, bombed, jailed, starved, gassed to death.

There are many sites around the world that chronicle this war — memorials that tell stories of courage
and heroism; graves and empty camps that echo of unspeakable depravity. Yet in the image of a
mushroom cloud that rose into these skies, we are most starkly reminded of humanity's core
contradiction, how the very spark that marks us as a species — our thoughts, our imagination, our
language, our tool-making, our ability to set ourselves apart from nature and bend it to our will —
those very things also give us the capacity for unmatched destruction.
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